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,The Eyes of Szrom Thurmmd Are UpOn %u

: “he hardest-workmg and” most
' persistently determined mem-

: ber of the United States Senate
e will be 78 on December 5. In his.
personal as well as his political life, James'
Strom Thurmond is what used to. ‘be

called, in the colleges, a late bloomer. 'He 5

was nearly 70 before he Sll'ed the first of his
three children; and now, as the incoming |
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com- |

mittee, he has more power over the liber- |
ties of us all than even he ever imagined }

possible. So does Barry Goldwater, the }
new chairman of the Senate- Inte]hgence
Committee—more of whom anon. ~ - ¥

- In a November 9 Washington Post rn- by

tervrew Thurmond said that he expected
the new President to appoint a more.eon-
servative Attorney General than either
" Griffin Belt or Benjamin Civiletti. A
scourge is required_at the Justice Depart:

‘ment. because “there’s a Jot of bad ele- |-

‘ments-in the country" tbat need to be
cleaned out. - A :
" Thurmond added hrs hnsrtv approval
of Abscam, as well he shouid—having long
been one of the more impassioned Con-
gressmnnl champions of electrenic sur-
_veillance. "'Every dnhone«l. person we can !
‘get-out of . government,” : says - Senator,
,_;Thurmond “will be better ior the: govc
ment.” But.the Cotton Mather of Aiken,
.South Carolina, is interested in ail kinds of
“‘bad elements’—not only the kind
ensnared in Abscam. He is a patriot, and!
will surely encourage the use of the tech-
_miques of Abscam against ali heretics who
;pose a danger to any eiement of our na:

“tional secﬂntyf..mcludmg mxc}-ar power

and nuclear armaments. i
*'In this regard, it should- be noted ‘that

in the House, Republm John: Ashbrock | -

of, Ohio gathered in thew term 192 (_Lco-
%aponsors of a:bjlkt fo'crente a new.commit-

tee.g-;gn »-terronsm;.. SIntersal sterrorism;;lt
;)vguld be.’a‘successor to the House Com-‘
‘mnittee:.on Internal - Secarity. .on" wh;ch
‘Ashbrook served with mmatiable appetite.!
(That ‘unit; :of course, was the stalkmg
.chxld ‘of” the fabled MHewse Un-Amencans
"Actwmes Committee.) - P
‘But the‘Democrats weil ;till control,at
!least the- Houss' jn 1942, Not“by' “much;]
'however. (242 to~192. ~with ‘maybe'/one
{independent voting with the Democrtita }

And ‘Jook at the-civil libértarians who have
‘ been lost.on “the Democratic side: Majority
)whnp John Brademas, often a crucial force
e gathermg floor votes on clvil-liberties
xssues. ‘And 13 other stalwart ellies of tbe
.Amencan varl beertxes Union, including
\1id 'w}Maguxre, James Corman and Fyes,
Er : 'Thg_rnpson .Since,moreaver, there,
“remaing ‘a'sizeable number of conservative
Democrats, ['rather think-John_ Ashbrooc
rwnll sget: ~his._House terrorism: commxttee
“next-year, And with the Repubhcans con-:
Ttroling’ the Senate ‘there is likely to be a
\brand new, e!ectromcally~tooled sub-
vers\ve -huntmg apparatus{ m place in
“that. body as well.

ey

{'FBI agent. About to arrive. for ¢ meeting’
on ‘how"te: obstruct a government nuglear
“facility are, among others, Dean Swift and
‘ Charlene :Ginsberg.. In this -package are
lastic explouves I'am placing the pack-
“uge-onithe’ ‘nightstand to my immediate
‘|- right. The' package will be offered to Swift
Yand (nnsberg, whom I expect to persuude
“of the need fora truly /orceful blow agam.st _
: nuclear armaments.” - i

~No, that’s not exactly how the FBI;

Jagent \yould put it in his prologue before !

“the- camera, but you get the: 1dea-—-from.
aving seen the actual Abscam tapes.’
Go tell Strom Thurmond and the “Ter-

E ror{sm Comrmttee what you were doing in |

that rogm-even if you didn’t go anywhere
‘i'near that package and only wsually knew i
; ’ft and Gmsberu ¥

“.{He History of entrapment, elec’
‘tromc .surveillance, ‘and - the
! s courts collusion in both of these. }
* aggravated " assaults againsts.the Bill of
~{he immediate

. Rights to brmv us” into

‘My name is Charles B gham Tam anz “Amer

have mterrupted the senes on ki 7t

future of c1vr] Tiberties in thxs land. It ain’t
 going:to. ba the golden age’ ‘and that's™all!
 the more’ ‘reason to think about. Abscam in,
‘the context” of ‘the ascent of Stroml
Thurmond ‘and his allies:.’ :
“The only comprehenswe analysna Ihave‘
yet_seen-ofcthe €ffect o’ il liberties of;
what-happened.Nbvember 4 is by John-
Shattuek, . Legislative. Director, of. the
ACLU. I have: borrowed. from. 1t~ ddi r_xg
my own sense. ‘of the augtries, :
"Shattuck ' points ‘out. that chairing t.he
key .Constitituion- Subcommxttee in
Thurmond’s “Judiciary fief will be.Orrin
Hatch of 'Utah,: ~whose ~depth . of: con-
isi ‘described;i ra Almanac of
erv'ent.aimd
almost feverish:>"Afd"tmoving.in to-head
the Senaté Intelligence’ Comrmttee will be
Barry Goldwater, who insistsas does the
'Pohtburo,,»thafr ‘thecmost® elfegtive~ m-
telligence agencies-are those empower:
function :in: total secrecy-—-wheth :
‘are acting ¢ avamst the citizens of their own
country or diverse natives of foreign states._
. Between’, Thurmond and Goldwater;
any attempts to enact ‘charters setting |
limits on what the CIA, the FBI, and other!
intelligence pgencies are allowed todo are,
not [,omg to' get: xmywhere Mu¢h -more
probahle “js”an’ #unleashirg's. of “all® the'
mtelhgence forces so “that they can return:
:to those glory days exposed, only=in small’

BN

‘ part, in the quite terrifying revelations of }

Frank Church's Senate Select Intellwence
Committge in-the summer of 1976

: Surely I don't’ mean there will be a
eturd to the FBI's COINTELPRO-—usmg ,
‘ undercover ‘agents: .and-jnformers™ to dxs- ,
i rupt and destroy lawful-dissenting politi- |
cal ’ parties?: Well, John’;Shattuck lists !

among - the real’ possrbxhtxes in the next.!
Congress -*‘legislation: .authorizing broad :
Bl anh—terronst’ and ‘domestic secunty
nvest.xgatlons of political groups engaged!
‘not in crlme but in protected speech and‘
assocxatlon e
..~ Maybe they'll put in & provmon that
to help along American profits and )obs,
the FBI will: havg to ‘use only Amencan-
made video’ equxpment. BRI
Also coming, I'm convmced is a suc-
cessful ‘attempt-to exempt. the CIA, the’
FBI, and other_ mtelhgence cadres from
most of the provisions of the Freedom of
lnformatnon :Act. The Bill-of-Righters beat
that one back in this session of Congress,.
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